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Important Dates 
 

 

 

February 13 

Broadway Jazz Night 

 

February 19 

Boyôs Basketball Senior 

Night 

 

February 20 

Academic Bowl @  

Masonic Bowl 

 

February 27 

Broadhead Invitational for 

Singsation 

 

March 1 

First Practice for Softball 

and Baseball 

 

March 4 

Winter Sports Awards 

Night 

 

March 8 

First Track Practice 

 

March 12-14 

Singsation 14: A Journey 

Through Time 

  Hallo an alle! Ich hoffe, Sie können mich alle verstehen. Ich bin writting in 

deutscher Sprache. Wussten Sie, dass wir einen neuen deutschen Studenten 

haben? Can you read this? Halten Sie auf einem zweiten. Ich weiterhin in 

Englisch.  

   At the beginning of the second semester, Durand High School received a 

new German exchange student, Sonja Fischer. Sonja is the fourth German 

exchange student to be at Durand High School in the past four years. Sonja is 

from Bad Homburg, Germany, near Frankfurt, Germany. According to 

Google maps, Bad Homburg is roughly two hours from France.  

   Though being away from home does come with a price, she finds herself 

enjoying Durand.  Sonja misses some things from home like her family, her 

friends, and, of course, the German food. But one thing that she likes about 

America is that she gets to meet all sorts of different, new people. Another 

thing that she likes about being in America are the large stores such as Wal-

mart.  

   Since she arrived at our school, Sonja has experienced a warm welcome 

from the student body. In fact, she said, ñI like it here at Durand. The people 

are a lot nicer than at the school I was at before.ò Before Sonja came to Du-

rand, she spent a semester at Sterling High School. Sonjaôs host family while 

at Durand is the Youngbloods, who have two children that used to go to Du-

rand.  Sonja also commented, ñI really like choir. Itôs a fun class. I also like 

math class with Mr. Bartelt.ò  Sonja is also planning on doing track in the 

spring as well. If you see Sonja in the hall, introduce yourself: you may make 

a new friend.  

SPECIAL EDITION: Paws for a Cause: Haiti Relief  
 

By Danielle French 

Senior Sonja Fisher, breaking our three-year foreign ex-

change student streak, stops to smile for the camera. 

Durand High  School Receives a 
New German Student  

 

By Paul Blum 

   The screams of thousands of people echo 

through the collapsing cities. Some begin run-

ning, although where they are going remains 

unclear even to them. Others initiate the first of 

many search parties.  

   All of these images describe the scene of 

Haiti soon after the 7.0 magnitude earthquake 

struck on January 12th.  

With a death toll of more 

than 150,000 people and 

hundreds more still unac-

counted for two weeks 

later, the damage is im-

mense. Miraculously, 

while rescue teams dug 

through the debris almost 

a week later, more and 

more people were being found alive. Haiti, one 

of the poorest nations in the Caribbean, was left 

a pile of rubbish, especially in its capital, Port-

au-Prince, where the earthquakes epicenter was 

located. 

    In addition to mourning the casualties, the 

Haitian survivors were also forced to face 

homelessness, hunger, and dehydration. Acting 

as fast as possible, relief groups began to gather 

funds to help those in need. The number one 

priority was insuring clean drinking water. An-

other obstacle relief groups faced was deciding 

how to use the aid most  effectively, helping as 

many people as possible. However, no matter how 

fast companies can produce and ship the materials 

needed, if there are no funds to purchase these sup-

plies, help remains at a standstill.  

   Of all the damage suffered, it may be said that 

those in the worst position were the orphans of 

Haiti. The orphanages of Haiti 

were among some of the weakest 

buildings, making them some of 

the first to collapse. With this in 

mind, Mr. Shepard and Student 

Council began a jar for collecting 

spare change. Mr. Shepard com-

mented that his church had previ-

ously been working with an or-

phanage in Haiti before the earth-

quake and would be sending donations to help pro-

vide relief. Together, the Durand Student Council 

and Mr. Shepard planned to collect money through 

Friday, January 29th before taking it to his church in 

Rockford as a donation from Durand High School. 

ñThey need the money as soon as possible,ò he said. 

   According to Mrs. Cox, Student Council adviser, 

placing the collection cans at the entrance to the 

ñPack the Placeò basketball games was a big help. 

Unfortunately, the total amount of money raised had 

not been tallied by the time the Bulldog Beat was 

sent to print.   

Student Council Member, Dan 

Johnson  poses for a photo at a 

recent game.   



Opinion 2  

Davidôs Complaining Corner 
 

By David Brubaker 

 

   Iôm waiting in line for lunch, when a certain math teacher decides 

he wants lunch before me.  He then thinks he is funny as he makes 

silly jokes about that dayôs ñeasyò assignment and how he managed 

to make a student cry during 

class.   

   Many students know this man 

as Mr. Bartelt; others, Mr. B.  

As I enter his classroom, I am 

lightly insulted by comments on 

clothing choice, hair style, or, if 

all of those are up to standards, 

facial structure.  Once everyone 

is seated, he asks all of the sport 

players how the team did the 

night before.  This may seem 

like a compassionate and caring 

thing, but he only asks this 

question when that particular 

team lost. 

   Mr. B proceeds to ñteach a lesson,ò assign a prolonged worksheet 

that you would never finish in class, and ignore raised hands.  After 

you think it could not get any worse, he assigns some outrageously 

strange questions for bookwork, something like ñ2-200 multiples of 

4ò or ñ3-236 multiplicative dividends of 33.ò 

   After many days like this, it is test time.  While taking this test, 

one may notice that the questions on it are from a different chapter.  

This makes Mr. Bartelt chuckle with joy as children angrily yell at 

him, telling him that these questions are shenanigans.  To make 

things worse, he enjoys grading papers like a deranged math fanatic 

(which he incidentally is), putting fractions all over the paper so you 

end up with a score like ñ34 3/25ò on your test.  When you ask what 

that boils down to in a percentage, he often gives a smart-alec an-

swer like ñfigure it out yourself.ò 

  In conclusion, ask to be in a different math class other than Mr. 

Barteltôs, for it will be a far more enjoyable time. 
 

Note: All facts in this article, while true, are greatly exaggerated for humorous 

effect. 

Go to Lindo  
 

By Sydney French 

    

   More comfortable seats, cheaper ticket prices, shorter car 

rides, what other reasons do you need? My movie theater of 

choice: Lindo Theatre in Freeport. According to Google maps, 

driving from Durand, IL to 115 South Chicago Avenue, Free-

port, IL, it takes roughly 35 minutes. In comparison, to drive 

from Durand to 1860 Anjali Way, the actual address of Show-

place 14 in Machesney Park, takes around 44 minutes. A 

longer drive obviously means traveling a further distance. This 

leads to more money spent on gas, 

which currently at $2.70 something 

a gallon, is no cheap expense.  

   In addition to spending more on 

gas, youôre also going to spend 

more money when purchasing the 

tickets; for two people to go on a 

date to the movies to see the seven 

oôclock showing, it would cost 

$19.50 compared to $14.00 at Clas-

sic Cinemasô Lindo Theatre. Even if 

you and your date decided to skip 

the late show and catch the Matinee 

show (all shows before 6 p.m.) instead, youôd still spend 

$15.50 at Showplace versus $10.00 at Lindo.  

   Another way Lindo saves you more, at this Freeport theater, 

tickets for children are $5.00 no matter what time of day it is, 

where as the more expensive Showplace charges $7.25 for 

every childôs ticket all day long.  

  Although navigating Freeport can be confusing at times, the 

drive to Lindo is pretty much a straight shot; the directions 

have four steps versus nine steps to get to Kerasotes Show-

place 14. 

  Pricing and traveling aside, the experience at Lindo is more 

friendly and wholesome; being an older theater, Lindo has a 

more classic feel. With smaller theaters, Lindo provides less 

chance that youôll encounter a rude patron during your movie 

experience. 

  Overall Lindo brings a small town ñwe careò feeling to view-

ing a movie; they seem sincerely interested in ensuring your 

time with them is as enjoyable as possible. I would rather go 

to Lindo any day. 

The Lindo Doesnôt 
Make the Cut  

 

By Sarah Palmer 

    
   Have you been to the Lindo Theatre in Freeport? It may be 

cheaper, but I would rethink this one. 

   Where is the Lindo even at?! Exactly, it is so hard to find 

your way in the ñolderò part of Freeport with all of its one-way 

streets and craziness. You can take 75 all the way to Freeport, 

but where do you go from there? Plus, the Lindo is in the bad 

part of town. To be honest, I 

would never want to go there 

when it is dark. All I hear about 

that area is the gang violence and 

attacks that go on around there.  

   So why not go to Showplace 14 

in Machesney Park. It is easy to 

get to, and Showplace 14 does not 

have gang violence problems. If I 

can find my way there, I think 

anyone could, because I am absolutely horrible with directions. 

All of the streets on the way there are two-way streets, so there 

wouldnôt be any confusion at all. 

   Not only is Showplace 14 easy to get to and safer, but you 

can always find your show times on the internet or by e-mail. 

You can also be part of the Five Buck Club and get your tickets 

for $5 for a small amount of time. If you are part of the Five 

Buck Club, you will receive e-mails telling you about what 

movies are on the Five Buck Club for that week and all of the 

movie times.  

   For the Lindo, you have to look in the Freeport paper, or 

more commonly known as The Journal Standard. Youôre stuck 

searching through a huge paper for a little black outlined box 

with lights on the edges saying what movies are being played 

and at what time. You canôt always find it in the same spot 

every time and what days of the week is the list even in the 

paper? Who knows?! 

   So if you want to go to a reliable, safe, and easy place to find 

for you to hang out with your friends, I would strongly recom-

mend going to Showplace 14 in Machesney Park instead of the 

Lindo in Freeport. 

Valentineôs Day Dating With David 
 

By David Brubaker 

    

   Do you have a Valentineôs Day date yet?  Do you know how to ask?  For the most part, guys are com-

pletely clueless on how to ask that ñspecial someoneò this paralysis-inducing question.  Being one of said 

guys, I am also clueless on how to do this, so I asked a few girls some tips on how to do this.  After get-

ting the girls to calm down because they thought I was actually asking them out, I gained some insider 

knowledge towards getting a Valentineôs Day date. 

   The first and foremost rule of asking a girl to be your valentine is to get flowers, especially roses.  Roses 

are the backbone of the strategy.  The roses will typically need to be pink or red, unless the girl you plan 

to ask has a preference.  The second step is to get a gift.  The best way to manage this is to know this par-

ticular girlôs tastes.  Some of the most popular choices would be chocolate, teddy bears, and balloons.  

Most girls also thought that some sort of meal should be scheduled, as this would be the best type of date.  

Of course, all of these suggestions are useless if you choke up in the final moments.  To prevent this, girls 

say you should know what youôre going to say, but donôt be afraid to improvise. 

  Just remember, a ñnoò isnôt the end of the world, there are always other ladies.  Though, with these tips, 

it would be surprising for you to get rejected.  Now get out there and make me proud! 

Illinois State Primaries  
 

By Jon Greve 

 

  On February 2nd, people from all across the state of Illinois went to the polls to go vote for who they 

wanted to represent each party for the November state elections for Governor and Senate.  The election, 

which is being considered too close to call, has many very close races. 

   For Governor, there were several close races.  According to huffingtonpost.com, for the Democrats, cur-

rent Governor Pat Quinn is leading by more than 8,000 votes, in front of challenger Comptroller Dan 

Hynes.  For the Republicans, Senator Bill Brady is ahead of State Senator Kirk Dillard by close to 400 

votes.  Brady is also ahead of Republican party chairman, Andy McKenna.  For the Senate, Democrat and 

Treasurer, Alexi Giannoulias, will face Republican, Mark Kirk. 

   In the race for Governor, there might be a recount to see who will definitely be in the election. It will 

definitely be interesting as to see who will be going against each other in November.   

   But for my opinion, I personally would like to see Pat Quinn continue to be Governor, because he will 

give people more jobs and he will give Illinois high-speed rails throughout the state.   He is also an advo-

cate for health care reform.  Alexi Giannoulias would also be a good Senator, because he would be able to 

contribute to solving the economic situation, and with his experience in being Treasurer,  would help our 

country get our national debt situation under control. 


